THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

the back of it. That was the supreme sign of a new
departure.

Mrs. Fox was amazed at this development, and at
the further discQvery that the force could apparently
see as well as hear, for when Kate snapped her fingers
without sound the rap still responded. The mother
asked a series of questions, the answers to which, given
in numerals, showed a greater knowledge of her own
affairs than she herself possessed, for the raps insisted
that she had had seven children, whereas she protested
that she had borne only six, until one who had died
early came back to her mind. A neighbour, Mrs.
Redfield, was called in, and her amusement was
changed to wonder, and finally to awe, as she also
listened to correct answers to intimate questions.

The neighbours came flocking in as some rumours
of these wonders got about, and the two children were
carried off by one of them, while Mrs. Fox went to
spend the night at Mrs. Redfield's. In their absence
the phenomena went on exactly the same as before,
which disposes once for all of those theories of cracking
toes and dislocating knees which have been so fre-
quently put forward by people unaware of the true
facts.")

Having formed a sort of informal committee of
investigation, the crowd, in shrewd Yankee fashion,
spent a large part of the night of March 31 in playing
question and answer with the unseen intelligence.
According to its own account he was a spirit; he had
been injured in that house; he rapped out the name
of a former occupant who had injured him; he was
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